
My Dear People of God,  
 
My heart is sick this week, having read the findings of the grand jury report in 
Pennsylvania. The details of the abuse and the cover-up by the bishops were heart-
wrenching and sickening. There is no defense of the indefensible. Nor do I have any 
desire to try to defend any of it. 
 

We do a lot of youth work at our parish, including our altar server program, Religious 
Education and high school youth ministry. In light of these scandals, the easiest thing 
for us to do would be to shut down this work. It would be the surest way of protecting 
myself, parish staff and our volunteers from any problems. But that is the easy way out. 
Today more than ever, we have a moral obligation to minister to our youth. 
 

What I promise you is that I will act swiftly and decisively if I have even the slightest hint 
that one of our children is at risk of being hurt in any way. If any substantial accusation 
of inappropriate behavior is made I will report it immediately.  I will fire anyone who does 
not follow our strict safe-environment policies. Please help me do this effectively.  
Every one of our volunteers who work with youth have completed a background check 
and safe environment training, but that isn't enough. We need to stay vigilant. You know 
you can reach me by calling the office or by sending me an email if you ever want to tell 
me anything in this regard. 
 

I want to apologize to you for how the institutional church and clergy have failed you 
over and over again, in this regard. I am sure you feel the shame I feel, but as a priest I 
owe you an apology for these actions of clergymen who took advantage of and hurt our 
children. My apology won't make anything right, but I hope you know by it that I am 
deeply sorry for your hurt. 
 

Please pray with me for the healing of the victims and the courage of the present 
leaders to be prompt in acknowledging what is going on and be willing to make a 
change. 
 

I love you all very much. 
 
God Bless. 
 
Father Roga 


