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“Is Abortion Ever Acceptable?” 

Given that we just launched the “40 Days for Life” campaign, I thought it was important to tackle this hot-button issue of abortion. It 

is never acceptable under any circumstance to support direct abortion – the deliberate killing of an unborn child. This is not simply a 

matter of preference, or a matter of a particular tradition of the Church. The Church has addressed this issue many times in the 

Catechism, John Paul II’s encyclical Evangelium Vitae, Canon Law, and countless other writings. There are many excuses that people 

will use in an attempt to justify this horrendous crime, but we have to be prepared to see through these false justifications and do 

whatever we can to prevent the unjust killings of innocent and defenseless human life. I will now lay out the most common objections 

from pro-abortion advocates: 

1) It is a woman’s right to choose what to do with her body. 2) The fetus is not a person, but just a clump of cells. 3) A fetus is 

not conscious, so it can be terminated. 4) Abortion is legal, so I should be able to do it. 5) Abortion is acceptable in cases of 

rape or incest.  

While I don’t have much room to address each of these fully, here are a few of my thoughts. In reference to #1, while the baby lives in 

the mother, this does not make it the woman’s body. If a child lives in our home, does it give us the right to kill him/her? Of course 

not. The unborn child is genetically distinct from the mother and must be given the right to live. In response to #2, it is easy to try and 

devalue human life by saying it is just a clump of cells. The reality of it is that even before the unborn child begins to form into a 

recognizable body, it is still a human person in development. With time and nutrition, it will grow into a fully formed human person. 

Just because it is in the early stages of development, doesn’t make it something other than a human. For #3, I think this is a pretty silly 

argument. Just because it cannot reason or understand what’s going on, doesn’t make it any less of a person. By this logic, a mentally 

handicapped child, an adult in a coma, or even a sleeping person could be justifiably killed. We know this would be ridiculous. For #4, 

whether something is legal does not make it morally acceptable. It was legal in Nazi Germany to kill Jews. Does that make it right? No, 

human laws can be legislated in error and not be in compliance with divine law. For objection #5, while it is a tragedy that these things 

happen, the product of this occurrence is still an innocent human being. All life is equal in dignity and we cannot pick and choose who 

gets to live and who gets to die. The same goes for issues concerning life of the mother, in order to remain in good moral standing, we 

must do whatever we can to ensure both lives are saved. If one life is lost in the process of trying to save both lives, then the outcome 

was indirect and we are therefore not morally culpable for the loss of life. To reiterate for emphasis, we can never justify the direct 

killing of an unborn child regardless of the circumstances. All human life is sacred as we were made in the image and likeness of God.  
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