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“Is Euthanasia Ever Acceptable?” 

As we continue with the “40 Days for Life” campaign, closely related to abortion is the topic of euthanasia (assisted suicide). If you are 

unfamiliar with this practice, it is essentially when someone intentionally kills someone (usually an elderly person) whose life has 

become burdensome or perceived as meaningless. This is commonly known as “mercy killing.” The reason why I say it is closely 

related to abortion is because it is, in fact, intentionally ending a human life. If you recall from last week, I made it a point that the 

Church is against the deliberate taking of any human life. This, by definition, is murder. First, let’s reference the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church on this issue, "Whatever its motives and means, direct euthanasia consists in putting an end to the lives of 

handicapped, sick, or dying persons. It is morally unacceptable." (CCC, 2277) Additionally, in John Paul II’s encyclical Evangelium Vitae 

that I referenced last week, it is very clear that human life must be protected from conception to natural death. The core problem with 

euthanasia is that people are attempting to draw a line determining whether someone’s quality of life has decreased to the point that 

ending it would be justifiable. This is very problematic because we are now assuming authority over who gets to live and who gets to 

die. This authority belongs to God alone. Think of all the horrific events under the rule of people like Hitler or Stalin, and their 

justifications for murdering countless people under the premise that they were burdens to society, or that their quality of life was less 

than others. It is very dangerous to take on this ideology because people are no longer deemed equal in dignity. This can lead to 

horrendous claims like an injured child or mentally handicapped child shouldn’t have to suffer, so we should quickly end their lives. We 

cannot think of people who are suffering or have a terminal illness as people who should be mercifully killed. Instead, we should look 

for ways to comfort them to the best of our ability.  

There are other situations in which we are “pulling the plug” or taking someone off of life support. This, in itself, could be acceptable if 

it is not a deliberate killing in order to relieve pain. For example, if a person is already for all intents and purposes, dead, then the life 

support would fall under the category of unnecessarily prolonging a natural death. If a person’s brain is no longer functioning, to the 

point that they can only breathe artificially, then there is no moral obligation to artificially keep them alive. To be extremely clear, this 

would be a case where we are not deliberately killing them to prevent suffering or burden, but allowing natural death to occur as they 

are already dead, given that we are only artificially keeping them breathing. This is very different from making a judgment call on 

someone who is in a “vegetative state” and deeming them killable. There have been cases where people woke up from comas years 

later. If they can breathe on their own, we have to ensure that natural care, at the very least, is being given – food, water, warmth, 

hygiene, or whatever else we can do to keep them comfortable, until a natural death occurs. All life is equal in dignity and should not 

be ended before the body naturally dies.  
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