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“Why did Jesus speak in Parables?” 

In order to understand why parables are so important, we have to realize how it is that we as human beings learn. Any animal learns of 
things through the senses. We hear, smell, feel, taste, and see. We as human beings are different than say, a dog, because we are rational 
animals. What this means is that while we have a lot in common with what we would normally consider as an animal, we are different 
in that we have an intellect and a will (which is what it means to be made in the image and likeness of God). What our intellect does, is 
it abstracts what we learn through the senses so that we can comprehend universal truths. This is why humans are moral creatures and 
a dog is not. This is also why a human has a spiritual soul and a dog does not. Being that we can comprehend universal truths, we can 
see what is truly right and wrong apart from our particular situations. That being said, it is impossible to comprehend morality on its 
own without some point of reference. St. Thomas Aquinas has a fancy way of explaining this, when he says that nothing is in the 
intellect without first being in the senses. In other words, one cannot fully understand supernatural realities without appealing to the 
way we learn, which is first through the senses. This is a huge reason why we have the Sacraments to begin with!  

So, now that we know how it is that we learn, it should be clear what a parable does – it communicates truths through the ordinary 
details of our lives. The word parable comes from the Greek word “παραβολή” which is usually translated as an “illustration” or an 
“analogy.” That’s exactly what it does, it serves as an aid for us to comprehend immaterial or heavenly truths through analogy so that 
we can understand them on our level. It can be said, then, that parables appeal to our humanity. Does this mean that when Christ 
spoke a parable, that the truths are immediately made evident? No. We might understand it at an elementary level, but to fully 
understand the parables that Christ spoke in, we must spend time in reflection with the utmost humility. As with any universal truth, 
we have to take into consideration the magnitude of these truths and realize that we will never fully understand them in the most 
perfect way on our own, since we have finite intellects. Therefore, it is essential to rely on the Holy Spirit to help us in our 
understanding. Luckily, we have the Magisterium to help safeguard the truth in the scriptures so that we are not led astray in our own 
potentially false interpretations. Remember, even the apostles themselves needed clarification on the parables that Christ used 
(Matthew 13:36- 43). This goes to show how much we need the Church! As with all of scripture, it is so important to practice Lectio 
Divina so that after we read, we may also meditate upon the readings, pray and ask the Holy Spirit to give us understanding, and 
contemplate the truths that we have just read. The parables that we read in the Gospels give us a reference point, and then provides 
details that invite us into deeper study of God’s word and eternal truths.  
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