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What is the mission of the family? 

It this modern age, the roles of the family have had quite a few blurred lines. Some have even ventured to say that we do 

not need family at all. These types of things will continue to grow with the increase in abortion rates, and same-sex 

marriages in our society. So what is the mission of the Christian family? How important is it? For this topic, I think it is 

fitting to briefly turn to the wisdom of the great St. John Paul II. In his Apostolic Exhortation Familiaris Consortio, JPII 

discusses the four functions of the family – with the first role being a community of persons. In seeking a truly communal 

relationship, it is vital that we first look to the foundation of the family, husband and wife. In order to maintain this shared 

bond, husband and wife must serve each other selflessly in Christ. It is only when a marriage is in a position of strength that 

we are able to properly extend ourselves to our children and all others we are called to serve. As with anything, if you do 

not have a sturdy foundation to rest upon, everything will eventually fall apart. Building that foundation and unity with each 

other is key to having a family that is ordered toward God. Next comes the role of serving life. This role includes, first and 

foremost, an openness to children. When a married couple engages in the marital act and is closed off to children, this 

distorts one of the real purposes of a marriage. Children are the fruit of conjugal love and it is through raising and educating 

our children that we can fulfill our roles as leaders of our family.  

Once we have our internal affairs in order, we can be prepared to extend our service to society. This role essentially 

reflects our family life unto others by loving our neighbor as ourselves. Serving the poor, defending the rights of the family 

(including that of unborn children), and ensuring that we are doing our part for the common good of society. Lastly, is our 

role of sharing in the mission of the Church. We can do this through a strong habit of family prayer, being an active part 

of the church community, and ultimately preaching the Gospel to all people in both word and deed. It is in this ecclesial 

role, and in a sense, the sum of all four roles, that we are called to build up our domestic church so that we can perpetuate 

the ongoing mission of the Church throughout the world. It is my sincere hope that we all take this to heart, and continually 

strive to do our part in revitalizing the sense of importance of the family in a time that it is so greatly under attack. I wish 

everyone a great week! God bless.  
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