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“Christmas: A Two-Fold Message  

As we celebrate the Nativity of the Lord, I think it is important to consider the two-fold nature of this great event. Let’s begin with the first. We 

can look at the Incarnation as the wondrous event by which God sent His only begotten Son into the world so that humanity can be redeemed. 

In other words, by His entrance into the world, the Word became flesh in order to restore our relationship with God. As we may know, this was 

the most fitting way to perfectly restore humanity back into right relationship with Him. Through all the broken covenants and all the imperfect 

sacrifices to the Lord, we receive the God child who would later go on to make the most perfect sacrifice for our sins. For this reason, Christ 

says before his earthly death on the cross, “It is finished.” But what exactly does this mean? What was finished was His work of atonement for 

our sins, and the establishment of the New Covenant in Christ. The gates of heaven were opened, and we can now obtain salvation as a free gift 

by and through God’s grace. Alleluia!  

Now let’s turn to the other side of the coin which is often neglected. With a sufficient understanding of the first part, we can turn our attention 

to what is actually going on from the aspect of our spiritual battle. To do this, we should turn to Revelation 12 to put things into its proper 

perspective. Chapter 12 of John’s revelation talks about our spiritual battle with Satan in three different stages: The first of his battles 

mentioned was with the faithful of Israel who the devil wanted to devour. There is also an aspect of it which refers to Mary, which is 

continuous with the typological foreshadowing that we see in Genesis 3. The second battle was when he was cast out of heaven by St. Michael 

the Archangel. Now in the third battle, Satan returns once again beginning with the nativity of the Lord! We see in Revelation 12:17: “Then the 

dragon was angry with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring.” We know that Satan was on a mission but was 

starting to feel the threat of fighting a losing battle with the Messiah, so he had convinced Herod to kill all the sons in Bethlehem under 2 years 

old. This, of course, led to Joseph and Mary taking Jesus out of Bethlehem until the death of Herod. Similar to the first battle mentioned in 

Revelation 12, there is a sort of admixture of both Church and Mary. The third battle is no different. Satan went on to make war with Jesus 

himself, but also with the Church as a whole of which all of its members are the offspring.  

This Christmas, I think that it is important to come to together and rejoice as Christ comes down to us for our salvation both through the 

Incarnation and through the Church and her sacraments. Christ’s coming is truly a representation of the ineffable love of God. That being said, 

equally as important is the awareness of the spiritual battle that we are all in, as Satan constantly seeks the ruin of souls who make up the body 

of Christ. This reality makes us as members of the body of Christ a true church militant. We all have a role to play in this fight to ensure the 

body of Christ (the Church) remains unified and unbroken. When Christ said, “it is finished” the war was eternally won over the wages of sin 

and death as we were restored to God’s grace. But we still have to make the choice of either remaining in that grace, or refusing this free gift 

we are given. Unfortunately, many choose the latter. Satan still battles with us at every moment. For this reason, St. Paul tells us in Philippians 

2:12, “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” We must, therefore, be vigilant. Cooperating with God’s grace at all times by 

keeping the commandments, participating in the sacraments frequently, and doing our part in building up the body of Christ through prayer and 

evangelization. This spiritual fight is difficult, but entirely possible with God. The ultimate goal is to do God’s will on earth, in joyful hope of 

eventually meeting face to face with our Lord in the beatific vision. Christ was born, Christ conquered, but the battle continues… 
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