
 

 

                                               Vol. 25 – January 7th, 2018 

 

Theological Reflections by Paul Chutikorn - Director of Faith Formation 

 

“Does the devil actually exist, or is he just a metaphor for evil itself?” 

This is such a great question to consider because in modern times, it seems as if we have lost sight of the existence of Satan 

as if this is some sort of superstition that is outdated. I think the distinction between evil and Satan himself is an important 

one to make in order to understand how they are interrelated, but definitely distinct in nature. First off, we see all 

throughout scripture the existence of Satan and other demons. We read about Satan being the tempter in the Story of 

Genesis which led to Original Sin, we read throughout the Old Testament about Satan tempting others, demons being cast 

out in the Gospels, and the story of St. Michael the Archangel casting the devil out of heaven. But who exactly is Satan? 

According to the Catholic tradition, the devil was a Seraph, which is the highest order of angels. As with all the angels, they 

first had to choose God in order to receive what we call the beatific vision, which is essentially what we are talking about 

when we discuss us humans going to “heaven.” In reality, heaven is not a place, but a state of being in which we are 

perfectly united with God. So, this vision or union with God is not immediately given to an angel until they chose God. 

Satan, along with other angels, were proud and wanted to be like God. They were also envious and did not want to serve a 

lower species, namely human beings. Because of this, Satan (devil) and other angels (now demons) fell from grace and were 

eternally separated from God (hell).  

Evil is not the same as Satan because evil is not a thing. In other words, evil is not a creation, because all creatures are a 

creation of God, and God could not possibly have created something that is contrary to His nature. Thus, Catholic 

theologians and philosophers consider evil as what is called a privation. What this means is that evil is simply the lack or 

absence of good. When we speak of evil, it is always a consequence, in some way, to a rejection of God and is therefore the 

effect which follows from a lack of cooperation with God. This is only possible because God loves us all enough to allow 

us to freely choose him with a free will. So, as we can see, Satan is not the same as evil. Rather, Satan is the first to commit 

an evil by giving into pride and envy. But what does this mean for us? Is the devil someone to be worried about? Whether 

we should be worried depends upon our state of being. For example, if we are living in a state of mortal sin, then yes, the 

devil is someone we should be worried about since he constantly seeks the ruin of souls. But if we are in a state of grace, we 

should not be worried, but we should nevertheless be alert. We should be alert because due to his envy, he wants us to be 

lost forever. He is always on the prowl to tempt us in many aspects of our lives so that we might also be separated from 

God for all eternity. Let us then take the advice from St. Peter, “Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8, RSV). 
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