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“What Does Easter Mean for Me?” 

My first thought as an answer to this question is: Easter means everything! It truly does. As I said last week, society tends to make a huge 

deal of Christmas (which they should!) but in reality, Easter is an even bigger deal since Christ was born specifically for the mission 

leading up to Easter. It might seem crazy to think about, but the primary mission of the Incarnation was precisely to suffer, die, and 

resurrect!  In order to understand this in the bigger picture, I think it is important to look at Easter in the context of salvation history. 

Why did Christ become man to begin with? Because of the sin of Adam. Due to the Fall, which is quite literally a fall from grace, there 

was a great separation between God and nature. I often think of this as a dividing line between us and God. Throughout the Old 

Testament, we see people making and breaking covenants with God, making sacrifices for their sins, celebrating the Passover, and so 

on. Doing all of these things were signs of repentance and faith in God. The problem though, was that these were all imperfect means 

to achieving union with God since our nature was damaged.  

Through his infinite love, God created us for union with him. As St. Augustine says, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our 

hearts are restless until they rest in You.” We are meant to be with him. Flowing from God’s infinite love comes his infinite mercy. 

Humanity fell from grace, but God had a plan. What was the most fitting way to redeem us from this seemingly lost and separated state 

of being? God himself would come down and give his life up for us as the ultimate and perfect sacrifice – to merit salvation for all 

humanity. What greater love is there than this?! By his sacrifice, the gates of heaven were opened. But this all happened by his death on 

the cross, so what does it matter if he resurrected or not? As I said in the beginning, it means everything! By Christ’s resurrection, he 

conquered sin and death by rising back to life. This allows us to rise to life along with him. Our nature is no longer fallen, but is now 

elevated. That aforementioned dividing line between us and God is now erased. We now have the ability to actually share in his divine 

life! He offers this share in his life and grace through the Church’s administration of the Sacraments. In other words, the sacraments 

would not even be possible without the resurrection. When we understand Easter as conquering sin and death, Easter is not just Christ’s 

rising to life, but our rising to life as well.  

In light of the Jewish celebration of the Passover, by which the Jews sacrificed a lamb and ate of it, Christ fulfills this practice and elevates 

it to grace also. As we know, Jesus, whom we refer to as the “Agnus Dei ” or Lamb of God, sacrificed himself. Yet, how does he make 

this fulfillment clear through typology in the New Covenant? He tells us that we too, must eat of the paschal lamb who is Christ himself 

in the Eucharist. This body that we receive in the Eucharist is the glorified body of the Resurrection.  

Does this mean that all of it is done? Can we take this to mean that we are already saved? No! This is just the beginning! God gave his 

life for us to pay the price for our sins, he then rose from the dead and therefore won eternal life for us. But we must continue to cling 

to the Resurrection. We must remain in his grace, continue to trust in him, and avoid the near occasions of sin. How can we do this? 

Imitate Christ! Did Christ die and resurrect to life immediately after his birth? No, he suffered greatly as we see first hand in the first 
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sorrowful mystery of the Rosary –Agony in the Garden as well as through the Stations of the Cross. But none of it was in vain, it was all done 

for the sake of the greater good – our redemption! So too, must we undergo trials throughout life that will not always be rainbows and 

butterflies. Throughout Lent, we give emphasis on denying ourselves. It is no coincidence that the season of Lent immediately precedes 

the season of Easter. We experience loss through our sacrifices we make during Lent, but this is meaningful from a standpoint of living 

both on earth and in Heaven. This loss is really a gain because we give priority to God over any inordinate desires that we may have, 

which brings us a greater peace and happiness. It is through this peace and happiness that we can participate greatly in the Resurrection 

of our Lord because of our Lenten preparations. The more we cling to his resurrection on earth, the more we will as a consequence, 

prepare ourselves for the resurrection into perfect union with God in Heaven. 

For this Easter season, let us thank God for giving us a share in his divine life, and pray fervently for him to give us the strength to 

remain in his grace so that we can be with him in eternal happiness forever. Reflecting back to St. Augustine’s quote, we were indeed 

made for him, and we will continue to yearn for him until we obtain that complete union with him. This union is made possible only by 

the merits of Christ on the cross and brought to completion in the Resurrection which we celebrate together today. Christ is risen. 

Alleluia!  
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