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Theological Reflections by Paul Chutikorn - Director of Faith Formation 

 

“How Do I Defend the Faith Against Mormons? (Part 1)” 

 Have you ever been approached by Mormon missionaries coming to your door and talking about why it is that the Catholic Church is not the 

true faith? I know I have. Knowing your faith is important in these situations so you can dispel any misunderstandings about Catholicism. As 

always, you have to approach them with charity, otherwise debating with them would be pointless. In addition to knowing your faith pretty 

well, it is also beneficial to know a few things about that they believe so that you understand what it is that we absolutely cannot accept due to 

logic, scripture, and Church teaching throughout the ages. There are a few major errors to address about Mormonism, and the one that I will 

address today is what they would refer to as “The Great Apostasy.”  

As a way for them to convince us that the Catholic Church is no longer authoritative is by mentioning the theory that it became entirely 

corrupted after the death of the last apostle. They believe that the apostles were the only ones who truly preached the truth that Jesus handed 

down to them, and after the last one died (John around 100AD) the faith became “apostate” or abandoned. According to Mormonism, this 

apostasy lasted until the 1800’s when Joseph Smith restored the faith.  

The first issue with this theory is that there is no historical evidence whatsoever for there ever being a complete universal apostasy. We see 

throughout history, various splits in the Church such as the East-West Schism with Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy, and then even 

more so in the 16th century with the Protestant Reformation. Yet, there has never been any real finding of any universal apostasy in the Church 

which makes this claim historically inaccurate. The second issue with this is that it is illogical. Why would Christ commission twelve apostles, 

teach them about the truth, tell them to go out and preach the Gospel to all nations, and completely desert his Church for over 1700 years? 

Don’t you think that God, being all-knowing, would see a problem in commissioning twelve apostles to advance Christianity throughout the 

world only to fail miserably and die out within the next 70 years? Of course not, and see in Matthew 16:18 when Christ tells Peter that the gates 

of hades shall not prevail against the Church, on top of the fact that in Matthew 28:20 Jesus tells us that he is with us always until the close of 

the age. In other words, God will never leave us, let alone for 1700 years! 

There are many other arguments against the Mormon doctrine of the Great Apostasy, but I will mention one more that I think is the most 

practical way to show the inconsistency in this teaching – through the bible. While Mormons primarily read the Book of Mormon, they also 

profess to completely accept the Holy Bible as inspired and true. The problem with this is that it is inconsistent with their teaching of the Great 

Apostasy, because recall that the claim is that the Church was completely apostate after the death of the last apostle which was around 100AD. 

So, if the claim is that the Church did not have authority whatsoever, then how could we possibly acknowledge the bible as inspired considering 

the Church did not officially close the canon of the bible until 405AD, which of course is over 300 years after the Church supposedly abandoned 

God completely. Thus, we can conclude that this Mormon teaching is historically inconsistent, logically inconsistent, and even doctrinally 

inconsistent. Keep this in mind the next time you get a knock on your door by two very nice young men who need to be evangelized. 
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