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What is the problem of evil?  

As society has become more secularized, the problem of evil continues to come up as one of the most troublesome 

arguments coming from atheists. Because of the impact it has had in causing others to lose their faith, I think it is a very 

important topic to address and one that we should be comfortable discussing.  The argument goes as follows: “If God is 

all-good and all-powerful, why does he let evil things happen in the world, can’t he just stop it?” On the face of it, this is a 

very compelling argument, but we have to understand things a little more philosophically before we can adequately answer 

this question. 

We see in scripture that, “…God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.” (Gen 1:31 – 

RSV) In taking this into consideration, we know that God cannot possibly be the cause of something that is evil because it 

is contrary to His nature as goodness itself. So the question becomes, “how does evil enter the world?” The answer is free 

will. God loves us so much that he gave us the gift of free will so that we are able to freely choose good things our own. 

Without free choice, love would not be possible. As great as it is to have a will that is free, there are of course consequences 

to it – one being that we can reject God. 

In light of this, we can come to see that it is not God that causes evil, but it is us who causes evil as a result of our 

sin. Here is a philosophical statement to think about – while God created everything in existence, evil itself is not actually a 

thing since that would necessarily indicate that God created it. Since it is a result of our free choice to reject God, evil is 

simply a “privation of the good.” What this means is that evil exists only as a “lack” of good. This lack of good is possible 

only because God instilled in us the possibility or potentiality to reject Him if we choose to. This sometimes draws another 

argument that God then causes evil because he grants us free will. That is partially correct in the sense that he plays a part in 

this causal chain due to free will, but He is not at fault for evil. A good way to look at it is if you gave a pocket knife to a 

friend as a gift, and a week later he chose to harm somebody with it, would you be held responsible by the law for this? No. 

This is because your intention was not to do evil, but the free agency of the friend is to blame for the evil act committed. 

While there is so much more to discuss here, I don’t want to take up the whole bulletin, so look forward to part two next 

week! Also, if you want to attend a future class on this topic, let me know!  
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