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What is the problem of evil? (Part 2) 

  

Last week, I discussed the primary cause of evil as the freely willed choice, on part of human beings, to reject God and therefore 

deprive themselves from the good. I thought it was fitting to add a second part to this topic since it can become more 

complicated to explain when dealing with natural evils like natural disasters. While there is no definitive answer to this, there are 

certainly limited explanations based on a mixture of theological and philosophical truths. First, as I mentioned last week, 

everything in existence (everything God made) is good. If we recall, I discussed how evil is not a thing but an absence of the 

good. So, from a theological perspective anything that is not perfect is the result of sin. We see in Genesis 3:17, “Cursed is the 

ground because of you!” It is through the sin of man that both natural and moral evils occur as absences of the good. Thus, God 

permits nature to be imperfect as a consequence to the Fall. I think it helps it to become easier to understand when we consider, 

given that He permitted the Passion and death of his only Son in order to redeem the world.  

Now from a philosophical perspective, due to the brokenness of nature after the Fall, there are principles inherent in nature – i.e. 

living things die, substances deteriorate, etc. The effects of Original sin are then seen in nature. That being said anytime God 

operates, He can only operate according to His nature. Thus, anytime disaster strikes, He brings about goodness out of the evil 

that occurred. We as human beings are finite or limited creatures who cannot fully understand everything that God wills, so we 

might perceive something to be an evil, while it is actually done for a greater good. God gives life, and He can take lives early for 

whatever good reason He intends. It is often difficult for us to understand why certain things like cancer and other diseases 

occur, particularly in lives of the innocent. However, we can place our trust in God knowing that it falls under his Divine plan as 

either permitting evil to occur as a result of our free will, or doing something that we perceive to be evil, but be mistaken as a 

result of our lack of knowledge. We can be confident in the fact that God cannot and will not will evil in an active way, but only 

passively because of His gift of free will. Additionally, if God alone is perfect, then relatively speaking, there is always a level of 

imperfection in created things. So, it is not unfathomable that there are good things which have a tendency to break down 

because of their nature as material beings. As a final thought, it is important to note the very fact that we are discussing the evils 

in the world, presupposes a moral law – things are good and things are bad. If there is a moral law, then there must be a moral 

law-giver, and this we call God.  
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