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“Do Catholics have a Responsibility to Vote?” 
 
I have received a request from a parishioner to address the topic on the Catholic responsibility to vote. I think this is of such 
importance in our life as Catholics if we want to remain faithful to the Church. Given the fact that the election season is upon 
us, I thought this was a great concept to consider together with you today. First off, let’s look to the Catechism to see what it is 
that the Church specifically asks of us. In Paragraph 2239, we see that one of the main duties of citizens is to be at the service 
of the common good which requires that all citizens fulfill their role in the life of the political community. Just in case this is 
ambiguous to the fact that we must vote, Paragraph 2240 makes it crystal clear that we have a civic duty “to exercise [our] right 
to vote.” In other words, it is an absolute responsibility that we participate in the action of doing our part as individuals to ensure 
the common good is being sought and achieved.  
 

You may ask, what is the common good? The common good is a concept that dates back thousands of years in the history of 
philosophy. We are social beings and by nature we have to cooperate with other people and reason together in order to survive. 
The common good has always been generally understood as the universal good that we should all seek which will lead to human 
flourishing in the whole of society. To be clear, this does not mean to primarily pursue various individual benefits from each 
other, but rather, focusing on how we can all contribute to a well-functioning society seeking the good of the whole. If we do 
this, the individual parts (us) will naturally benefit because we all aim toward the universal good of humanity. As Catholics, we 
know that in order to pursue the universal good, it should fundamentally have its foundation in God, but that is a topic for 
another day.  
 

So, how does voting contribute to the common good of society? Well, when we vote, we vote for elected officials, we vote on 
various laws and regulations at the city, state and federal level, etc. All of which can, of course, be extremely important. Why? 
Because the welfare of the society rests, in large part, on the person elected into office who would have to themselves have a 
solid understanding of the foundation upon which the all of the laws rest upon. I talked a bit about law in the past, but we must 
know that laws are in place not to restrict us, but to set us free from becoming slaves to sin and injustice. They are meant to 
guide us into being a well-functioning society. These laws should rest upon the fundamental truth of the dignity of the human 
person cannot be violated. Once this has been agreed to, it then branches out into how we can go about achieving a life that is 
suitable for every human being: protecting life, protecting marriage and family, all while enabling us to be a free people.  
 

If we do not vote, we are essentially refusing to act in promoting the common good and thereby taking what we call a formal 
cooperation in the evil that will come of a particular policy such as contraception, abortion, same-sex marriage, etc. For those 
who have thought about abstaining from voting due to the fact that both options either support or have done evil things 
themselves, this is not actually an excuse from voting. If there is no viable candidate who supports the moral law completely, it 
is still our obligation to vote against the candidate who is advancing the greater evil. Again, to be clear, this does not mean we 
are voting in support of the lesser evil per se, but that we are voting to prevent the greater evil from being made manifest. The 
same principle applies to voting on laws.  
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