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“Happiness from the Beatitudes: Blessed are Those Who Are Persecuted for 

Righteousness’ Sake” 
 

This beatitude ties up the others we have covered so far in the sense that this one completes the series of beatitudes that 
show us what happiness looks like in a seemingly counter-intuitive way. So far, we have seen that we will be happy when 
we avoid the addictions to material wealth, pleasure, and power. We now come to the addiction of the craving for honor. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Happy are 
those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake. This emphasizes the need for us to keep our eye on the prize. In other 
words, what is it in life that matters the most? What were we created for? God. He created us for himself with an intellect 
and will so that we can know him and choose (love) him, and he gave us an innate desire for him. If we keep this in proper 
perspective, we will see that what matters in life is that we obtain what we were made for – heaven.  
 

The fact of the matter, however, is we tend to struggle seeing this clearly, and there are times when we become selfish 
concerned primarily with personal recognition and respect. It seems that the antidote to this problem is to avoid an 
addiction to honor by being of the mindset that we are entirely open to losing this respect if it entails doing what is right 
and good. An example that comes to mind is an interview I once listened to with actor Jim Caviezel (the actor who played 
Jesus in the Passion of the Christ). He had been told that by playing Jesus Christ in the movie, it would hurt his chances at 
getting major acting roles in the future. Yet, he took the job anyway because he knew that refusing it for the sake of 
personal honor or glory was not the right thing to do. So, he took the job, and it changed his life. Why? Because we are at 
peace when we act as we ought to act, rather than act as we want to act. This is what truly makes us happy. This is the spirit 
of all the martyrs. This is what brings out true humanity. We must always act according to the objective good instead of 
according to our own desires. It will most likely never be the popular choice, but being popular does not make something 
right – it is usually the opposite.  
 

Is honor, then, necessarily a bad thing for humans to have? No. Just as I’ve said previously, neither is wealth, pleasure, or 
power. The problem lies in how we view these things. In order to rightly order these things, we must again recognize the 
true source. While men (humanity) can and should be honored by us if they are holy people, we must realize that all honor 
we give to men should be because their work, in some way, reflects the work of God. Thus, ultimately, we are honoring 
God –  the being who alone is worthy of true honor and glory. Given this fact, we should never have a problem with any 
type of persecution if it be for the sake of doing the will of God. Again, this does not mean we should go actively looking 
to be persecuted, but we must always be open to the fact that this may happen as a consequence of doing what is right. 
Remember when Christ tells us, “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you... if they persecuted me, they will 
persecute you.” (John 15:18, 20.) This, I think, highlights the fact that Christ is the prime example of being persecuted for 
righteousness sake. He allowed himself to be crucified for the sake of the redemption of man! He tells us that similarly, we 
will be persecuted if we follow his way, for his way is not of this world. Let us always strive to do what is right regardless 
of the consequences. Let us all imitate Christ by rejecting a disordered love of what Christ himself rejected to the extreme 
level on the cross – earthly wealth, pleasure, power, and honor. 
 
 

Have any questions or comments on this week’s Theology Corner? Join in on the conversation in the Theology Corner 
discussion group on the MyParish app! 
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