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Theological Reflections by Paul Chutikorn - Director of Faith Formation  

“The Prodigal Son”  
 
Since the Gospel reading last Sunday was changed for the RCIA scrutinies, I thought it would be fitting to give a brief explanation of what 
seems to be most everyone’s favorite parable – the parable of the prodigal son. I think it is helpful to look back to the beginning of Chapter 
15 of the Gospel of Luke to see the context before Christ began telling the story. We see that the Pharisees and the scribes were angry and 
complaining about how Christ eats with sinners and tax collectors. Remember that the Pharisees cared so much about the external actions 
of the people, but never paid a lot of attention to the interior aspect of the spiritual life. So, Christ speaks to them here, but also just as much 
to us!  
 
We should first notice there are three characters in this parable: the father, the prodigal son, and the older brother. It is important to put into 
perspective who is representing who here. In this parable, we have the Pharisees characterized as the older brother, the sinners characterized 
as the prodigal son, and God characterized as the father (quite aptly, I must say). With all that in mind, let’s dig into the story… 
 
It begins with the prodigal son who asks his father in advance for money from his estate. The father agrees and divides a share of the estate 
between his two sons. The prodigal son takes the money and leaves the country. Living up to the name we give him, he squandered all of his 
money and wound up destitute. In short, he realizes his mistake, sees the negative consequences of his actions, and decides to go back to his 
father to work as a slave. Here, we see a sign of repentance. He realizes that he does not “deserve” to be called the “son” of his father. This 
action on part of the prodigal son is beautiful in itself, but it is the action of the father that is most beautiful. Upon seeing his returning son, 
he is “filled with compassion” and he “ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him.” (Luke 15:20). He then gives his son the finest robe, a 
ring, sandals, a fattened calf, and they even began to party. What is so beautiful about this is that it shows us a little bit about who God is. 
When we sin against him, he does not hold grudges, or begin to hate us. Rather, he awaits us with his infinite mercy wanting nothing more 
than our return to him so that he can “run” to us and “embrace” us. And what does he do when we return to him? He gives us everything. 
He invites us back into participation in his very divine life. We witness this first hand through the Sacrament of Reconciliation!  
 
So, the older brother now re-enters the scene. He was angry that they were partying when his brother had done such horrible things, and he 
refused to enter the house (Luke 15:28). The older brother mentions that he has never disobeyed his father’s commands and has served him 
for many years, but yet he has not been given a goat so that he can have fun with his friends. We see a couple of things here. 1) The older 
brother (like the Pharisees and scribes), is angry that his father is welcoming to his younger brother despite all that he has done to the family. 
2) He feels as if he has been a slave for his father and hasn’t seen great benefits like his younger brother is currently reaping. What can we 
learn about the older brother? I think the biggest takeaway is that the perspective of the older brother is the same skewed perspective of the 
Pharisees and scribes. He seems to lack the proper understanding of covenant. He sees himself as a slave to his father who simply obeys 
what he commands. This is not the relationship of a son and a father. Likewise, this is not the relationship of God and his children. One of 
the golden nuggets in this parable is in the utterance of the father in response to his elder son, “My son, you are here with me always, 
everything I have is yours.” This is covenant language. It is a relationship of giving and receiving, not in a transactional way, but in a total 
giving of self to the other. God offers us everything and his children should receive it and reciprocate this love back to God. It is only in 
doing this, that we can live according to the divine plan and then see that obeying the father’s commands is not to be seen as a “master/slave” 
relationship, but a “father/child” relationship of love.  
 
The end of the parable speaks again to God’s mercy and love. When we fall from him, he awaits our return. When we return to him in 
repentance, he rejoices and lifts us up from spiritual death and gives us the grace to come "alive." God sees us as we are "lost" and finds us 
again to bring us back into his divine love. The Pharisees shouldn’t be upset that Christ sat with sinners, but should instead rejoice in the 
hope that those who have fallen from the Father can once again return to him and be received, with open arms, back into the family of God. 
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