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Theological Reflections by Paul Chutikorn - Director of Faith Formation 

 

Does God Exist? Aquinas’ “Fourth Way.” 

We are almost all the way through a summary of Aquinas’ five ways! Today, we will focus on the fourth way. As you may have noticed 

so far, the first three ways follow a very similar line of reasoning. This is why the first three ways are generally referred to as the 

“metaphysical arguments.” For the last two ways, Aquinas will take on a slightly different approach. So what is the fourth way? It is 

called an argument from degrees of being. What that essentially means is that things which exist have a certain mode of being, namely 

things in existence are good, true, and beautiful. Just for a moment, let’s take God out of the equation. Just from sense experience 

alone, we know that there are things which are good and true, good, and beautiful, right? But as with anything in existence, there are 

degrees in which these things exist. To give a clear picture in your mind, think of a house. A house can be truly labeled as good and 

true if it fulfills its purpose – to provide safe and comfortable shelter. So for a house that has a hole in the roof, we can properly label it 

as a bad house or a house that is less true of a house since it is not fulfilling its purpose as a safe one. The very fact that we are even 

speaking of what a good house is, means that there is a house which is a perfectly made house. Aquinas labels this as degrees of being. Of 

course, no two houses can be exactly the same, or else they would be the same house. So in everything, there is a degree in which 

something is better. You can now probably get an idea where this is heading.  

Back to the good, true, and beautiful example. Things are good, true, and beautiful in the world, but that means there must be 

something that is maximally so. The highest degree of goodness truth, and beauty. Aquinas then asserts that anything which is the 

maximum degree of these things are also the cause of all things that belong to that genus. A genus can be defined as that broad 

category by which we can then narrow down to various species. But without getting too complicated, what he is essentially saying is 

that, in order for something to be good, true, and beautiful, there must be something which is goodness, truth, and beauty itself. That 

is, its nature must be the fullness of truth, goodness, and beauty. In other words, that is precisely what God is. For this reason, we 

refer to God as Supreme Being. We exist as certain levels of truth, goodness, and beauty. But they are limited, relatively speaking, 

because we are not God. Those degrees of limitation can be much higher depending on our far we drift from the source. Thus, when 

we reject God and choose to sin, we are in effect, making ourselves less good, true, and beautiful.  

 If you would like to engage this on a deeper level, please join our weekly Summa study every Friday @ 6pm in the Religious Ed 

Center.  
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