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“The Creed: I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God born of the 
Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, True God from True God, 

Consubstantial with the Father, through Him all things were made…”  
 
These lines essentially address two things: 1) That Jesus is Lord. 2) That he is the only begotten Son of God. The second explains the 
reason for the first, so let’s start there. What does it mean to say that Christ is the only begotten Son of God? Can’t we be said to be 
sons of God? Well, yes, but only by adoption. Through our baptism, we are said to be given a share in the life of God and thereby 
becoming an adopted son or daughter of God as we are brought up into a life of grace. But what we mean by only begotten is that 
Jesus Christ is the Son made incarnate. Christ, in his divinity, is the second person of the Holy Trinity. As the Word made flesh, he is 
the only one who was generated according to the inner operations of God. By saying he is the “only begotten Son,” we are saying he 
was the only uncreated Son of the Father. He is the only Son who has emanated from the Father with the fullness of the divine essence.  
 
One way to understand all of this is that Jesus Christ, as the Word of God, is the true Word of God in the sense that the Father, in 
knowing himself, expressed this knowledge in a Word which is a perfect image of God himself. Because the Son is a perfect image of 
the Father, he is not in any way less than the Father. This is precisely why we say that he is “God from God, Light from Light, True 
God from True God.” Again, he is not created, which is what the third-century heretic Arius claimed. But he was begotten or brought 
forth from the Father as God himself “before all ages.” This last part is what really cements the fact that the Son was not created, but 
was there from the “beginning” as it states in John 1, that “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.” There was not some time in which the Son did not exist. Rather, the Son was eternally begotten. That is, he is 
from the Father within the very eternal life of God himself.  
 
From what has been said so far, it should be known that the Son must be consubstantial with the Father. Arius maintained that the 
Son is (homoiousias) which is Greek for a “similar substance” to the Father. But again this cannot be the case since that would make the 
Son a creature, but he was there in the beginning with God existing eternally as God but distinguished only by where he came from 
in principle, which is a procession from the Father as an expression of God knowing himself perfectly. It is because the person of the 
Son is a perfect image of the Father, that the Son is really in the Father fully and the Father is in the Son fully. Consequently, what that 
means is that all things that were created by God is also created through the Son who is the knowledge that God has of himself.  
 
So, the person of Jesus Christ is our one Lord to whom we owe our worship because he is God himself made man. That is to say, he 
is our Lord precisely because he is God. Christ is Lord because of his authority as God himself, and he reigns over heaven and earth. 
Looking at Christ as the ultimately authority is not one of slave-like subordination. We know this because God himself became 
incarnate in the humblest way possible. He could have come into the world as an earthly king with many riches but chose instead to 
reveal himself in the form of a servant. Why? Because while he has authority over the living and the dead, he wants nothing more than 
to show us his love. He wants to show us by example, how it is that we should live in order to be happy on earth and in order to have 
a relationship with God so that we may inherit life eternal with him in heaven. He chose to put on our sins and bear all of it on the 
cross to show that “there is no greater love that his, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). I don’t know about you, 
but I think this shows that we can take great comfort in professing that Jesus Christ is Lord. One whom we owe everything to. One 
who owed us nothing but gave up his life in sacrifice so that we may enjoy eternal happiness in relationship with him forever and ever.  
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